PILE FACE
BOOK'S about Bal/ac would ill! a fair-sized library* Criticisms on his novels abound, and his contemporaries have provided us with several amusing v o 1 in ties d eal i ng i 11 a h in no ro 11 s spirit witl i h i s eccentricities, and conveying the impression that the author of ih La Cousinc liette " and " Le 1*01*0 Goriot" was nothing more than an amiable buflboiL
,Nevcrthclcss, by some strange anomaly, there exists no Life of him. derived from original sources, incorporating the information available since the appearance of the volume called " .Lett/res a riljtrangcrc/' This book, whicli is the source of much of our present knowledge of Halzac, is a (Collection of letters written by him from 18.-J3 1:o to 184-1 to Madame Manska, the Polish lady who afterwards l)ccame his wife. The letters are exact copies of the originals, having been, made by the Vicomtc do Spoclborch do I..ovcnjoul, to whom the autographs belong.
It seems curious that no one should yet have made use of this ttii.iie of biographical detail In Kngl.is.li we have a .Memoir by Miss VVormeley, written at